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TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY  

WATERWAYS ADVISORY COMMISSION  

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

June 11, 2019  

6:30 PM PUBLIC MEETING  

 

 

  

  

  

The June 11, 2019 meeting of the Berkeley Township Waterway Advisory Commission took place 

at 6:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building located at 627 Pinewald Keswick Road, Bayville, NJ. The 

meeting opened with the salute to the flag. Gail Hickey, Recording Secretary, recorded the 

meeting. Roll Call was taken by Mrs. Hickey, following the Salute to the Flag. 

  

A. SALUTE TO THE FLAG.   

 

  

B. ROLL CALL: Present: Chairman William McGrath, Beth Collis, Frederick Bekarian, Robert 

Nunn, Lee Gashlin, Tom Bellinato, and Jerry Bollettieri. Absent: Vito Esposito, Larry Borio, and 

Council Liaison James Byrnes. Also present was the Township Engineer, John R. LeCompte, 

P.E., P.P., C.M.E. 

 

  

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM MAY 7, 2019. Motion by Mr. Gashlin to accept minutes with 

some clarifications; seconded by Mr. Bellinato. Motion carried. 

 

  

D. OLD BUSINESS:  

 

 

1. Clamming Creek dredging project and marsh restoration (Chairman McGrath & Pamela Hilla,           

P.E., C.F.M.) 

 

Chairman McGrath read a letter received and dated June 4, 2019, from Mark A.C. Villinger, 

Supervising Planner of the Ocean County Planning Board. Mr. Villinger is in support of the project 

to beneficially reuse dredge material for restoration at the Ocean County Natural Lands Trust Fund 

property located on Allen Road in Berkeley Township. 

 

He stated there are many benefits to the project including the potential to increase the benefit to 

the neighboring residential areas for flood storage and increase critical marsh habitat which has 

been decreasing over time. He felt it would be consistent with the goals and objectives of the 

Natural Lands Trust Fund Program.  
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He stated: “Our support is contingent upon 1) the proper permitting being acquired, 2) NJDEP 

Green Acres providing an official determination of consistency, and 3) a formal agreement between 

the County and Township being executed prior to the placement of the material.”  

 

This is something that the Committee wanted to be done. Mr. LeCompte said that the design is 

almost complete, and he would go forward with the permitting. 

 

 

2. Follow-up on shallow lagoon complaint at 62 Ocean Gate Avenue (Vice Chairman Gashlin & 

Commissioner Nunn) 

 

Mr. Nunn and Mr. Gashlin met with Mr. Ed Figler of 62 Ocean Gate Avenue. It was suggested that 

he submit a petition from his neighbors regarding the concerns of the lagoon. It was agreed that 

there is a problem in the lagoon that can be addressed by Ocean County.  Mr. McGrath will contact 

Mr. John Ernst regarding the silting. 

 

Mr. Nunn stated that Mr. Figler’s problem needed to be quantified. There was a discussion on the 

pipes coming into the lagoon that are the Township’s responsibility. Mr. Nunn suspects the center 

of lagoon may be a problem as the result of the county pipeline. Mr. McGrath stated he will bring 

this up with Mr. Ernst. 

 

 

3.  Status of updating electrical ordinance on waterfront installations (Commissioners Nunn and 

Bollettieri) 

 

Mr. Bollettieri spoke to the fire and electrical inspectors. He said that it would be good to get 

something to the Mayor to send out to residents in his annual letter. Educating the public would be 

the best way to move forward in avoiding this possible danger to residents. 

 

 

4.  South Seaside Park Bay Beachfront improvements (All). 

 

The discussion on this matter included the secession effort of South Seaside Park, the 

Beautification Committee, and what can be done to best serve the residents in the area. Mr. 

Gashlin met with Lee Anne from the Beautification Committee. The idea of the boardwalk was not 

well received. The deck with walkway to street, as discussed at the last meeting, appeared to be 

the better option. However, it is unsure what the residents want. 

 

Mr. Gashlin suggested meeting with Lee Anne again to confirm the best course of action. Mr. 

McGrath tabled this until a consensus is reached. 
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5.  Memorial Day Boat Parade and Veterans Service Ceremony (Secretary Bekiarian and 

Commissioner Nunn) 

 

Mr. Bekiarian said that this event continues to grow each year. There were 70-75 boats for the 

Blessing of the Fleet. There were six large boats heading the ceremony. There was sound on the 

water and on the beach. There were speeches by the Mayor Amato and Councilman Byrnes.  

Deputy Police Chief Santucci also addressed the audience. A bugler to play taps and a bagpiper 

were on the beach. Hamburgers and hotdogs were served to the growing crowd. Mr. McGrath 

thanked Mr. Bekarian for his continued outstanding effort in this annual event. Also, Mr. McGrath 

thanked Jim Blavat for the good job he did with the refreshments. 

 

 

6.  Amherst Inlet dredging and utilization of spoils at other sites (Chairman McGrath) 

 

Mr. McGrath reported that the dredging lasted about a week. He presented a picture with what 

appears to be pristine sand piled up on the side of the beach. He suggested that this sand could be 

used elsewhere. It is soft, white sand and would be an improvement to what is currently on the 

beach at the bay. 

 

The Engineer, Mr. LeCompte said it could possibly be used, but it needed proper testing to be sure 

there are no contaminants in the sand. He will go ahead with having the sand tested. 

 

 

7.  Status of ongoing waterfront projects by Township Engineer: 

 

 

BERKELEY TOWNSHIP WATERWAYS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

ENGINEERS REPORT FOR MEETING OF JUNE 11, 2019 

                                                                

1.      Projects in the design phase: 

                                                                                                                                      

A. Allen Road Beach Restoration (Our File: 1506-U-034) 

A pre-application meeting was held on February 20, 2018 at the NJDOT office in 

Trenton.  The meeting was attended by Lindsey Davis, an Environmental Scientist with the 

Division of Land Use Regulation, William McGrath and John LeCompte as well as two NJDEP 

interns.  Installation of rip-rap along the edge of the water was discussed and as long as the 

rip rap is located above the mean high water line, should be approved. 
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Regarding the debris removal, the NJDEP stated that concrete debris can be removed 

without a permit but if it is part of a foundation that extends significantly below the 

surface, a permit will be required. Further investigation needs to be performed by 

Township to verify if it is surface debris or buried foundations. 

  

An alternate shoreline stabilization project to install a structural breakwater into the 

waterway with a vegetated living shoreline was discussed as an option, however the 

project is on hold until a funding source is established.  Bruno Associates prepared a 

2018 Water Quality Grant Application that was submitted August of 2018. NJDEP 

released the award list and this project was not selected for grant funding. 

  

B. NJDEP Pre-application Meeting Request for Future Projects  

A pre-application meeting was held on February 20, 2018 at the NJDOT office in 

Trenton.  The meeting was attended by Lindsey Davis, an Environmental Scientist with the 

Division of Land Use Regulation, William McGrath and John LeCompte as well as two NJDEP 

interns.  The Bayview Avenue in South Seaside Park project was discussed.  The Township 

would like to install a bulkhead along the Barnegat Bay shoreline from 23rd Avenue to 

24th Avenue.  The bulkhead would tie into the new concrete cable matting to the north and 

tie into the bulkhead at the marina to the south. 

   

Regarding installation of a bulkhead along South Bayview Avenue in South Seaside Park 

there was a discussion as to how far from the road the bulkhead would be 

constructed.  Lindsey Davis stated that it would be easier to permit the project if the 

bulkhead were constructed closer to the road and away from the existing vegetation.  The 

installation of a different type of stabilization would also be preferable in the eyes of the 

NJDEP.  

  

No further action is being taken at this time. 
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C. Bowsprit Drive Rip-Rap (Our File: 1506-U-039) 

Our office prepared the design to install rip rap in front of bulkhead.  Final design plans 

were completed and a formal application was prepared and submitted to the NJDEP for 

review.  The NJDEP issued a denial letter for the project.  A meeting was held with the 

NJDEP on September 8, 2016 to review the permit application and denial.  Our office filed 

an appeal as discussed at the meeting to request further review of the project.  To date 

NJDEP has not amended their decision with regards to the installation of rip rap 

below the mean high water line. Based on deed information obtained by Bill 

McGrath, is has been brought to our attention that there is an existing privately-

owned lot (Lot 2.01 Block 1219.03) which would impact the Townships ability to 

install a landward bulkhead. RVE would recommend contacting the homeowner 

regarding obtaining an easement to improve the shoreline. No further action has 

been taken at this time. 

  

D. Clamming Creek Dredging Project (Our File: 1506-U-114)  

Survey has been completed and the design/permitting plans have been started for 

this project. A formal request was sent to Kevin Applegate, Ocean County Steward of 

Green Acres, to determine if a diversion application would be required for the use of 

dredge material for habitat enhancement. RVE is waiting on a response from Green 

Acres. A letter of support was received from Ocean County for the use of the Natural 

Lands Trust Fund property to be used for marsh restoration utilizing dredge 

material. Dave Fanz was forwarded to letter of support and was requested to 

proceed with the internal agency meeting regarding the GP 24 Permit for utilizing 

dredge material for marsh restoration.  

  

RVE is proceeding with the preparation of a dredging permit for submission to 

NJDEP; the base plan is to have the dredge material transported to Public Works. 

RVE will seek a condition with in the permit to for the option to utilize the material 

at an alternate site for marsh restoration. 
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E. North Bay, Maple Drive and Longview Roadway Reconstruction (Our File: 1506-U-

120)  

The design has been completed and project is out to bid. The bid opening is 

scheduled for May 8th and the project was awarded at the May 20th Council meeting 

and is expected to commence end of summer. 

 

  

F. Various Drainage Our File: 1506-U-116 

Project shall be rebid to remove the bulkheading from the project scope. Drainage 

and grading improvements are being proposed at Huntley Avenue and Normandy 

Avenue, Harbor Inn Road, Bay Boulevard and South Bayview Avenue, 22nd Avenue 

and Ocean Avenue. Project shall be bid in July. 

  

G. Bulkhead Projects (Our File: 1506-U-XXX)  

Due to high pricing received from bidding, Maple Drive Bulkhead and Main Street 

Bulkhead replacement will be pulled from the various drainage project and bid as its 

own project. RVE is hoping to get more competitive pricing for the bulkhead 

improvements. Project shall be bid in July. 

  

2.      Projects in the construction phase: 

  

A. Teakwood Drive Bulkhead (1506-U-092 Various Drainage) 

Our office is waiting on a schedule from Earle for the completion of these improvements.  
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3.      Grant Applications: 

A. Moorage Park Retention Basin 

The project consists of constructing a retention basin at the Little League Complex between 

Moorage Avenue and Red Bank Avenue.  The proposed retention basin will be located to 

the northeast of the existing VCC Building.  Our office has prepared a preliminary cost 

estimate and submitted a preliminary Environmental Infrastructure Trust Fund 

application to help obtain funding and keep the project moving forward.  Plans, 

specifications and a stormwater management report are being finalized.  Additional 

funding sources will also be explored.   

  

A response to the initial NJEIT application was received from the NJDEP and additional 

information was requested including location of wetlands and an archeological survey.  An 

LOI for the property was provided by the Little League and our office has submitted to the 

NJDEP.  In addition, the Township Attorney has found the original filing documents for the 

property to transfer title from the Berkeley Board of Education.  The Township has re-sent 

the information to the Board of Education for execution and will move forward to file as 

soon as possible.   Once we receive the filed deed it will be forwarded to the NJEIT.    A 

resolution has been received from the Board of Education for the property, but the 

approval of the Department of Education is required prior to filing the deed.  The NJEIT 

application is proceeding but the NJDEP application will require the owner’s signature. 

RVE prepared and submitted a DEP Barnegat Bay Water Quality Restoration Grant to 

assist with funding on August 30th. NJDEP released the award list and this project 

was not selected for grant funding. 

  

B. Main Street Park and Boat Ramp  

RVE is preparing a conceptual plan for a boat ramp at Main Street which would include 

new bulkhead stabilized boat ramp, parking, trailer parking and playground area. RVE is 

reviewing different funding sources and there is a potential funding source through Green 

Acres. Berkeley Township will be received a grant packet from Green Acres Grants & Loans 

– NJDEP in either November or December outlining the application process. The funding is 

intended to promote and preserve outdoor recreation facilities and projects. Bruno 

Associates prepared a Green Acres Grant for the construction of a boat ramp, 

parking lot and playground area at Main Street. Application was submitted to Green 

Acres in March; the application was deemed complete by Green Acres and is under 

review by NJDEP.  
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4.   Additional Items: 

  

A. Elevation of Roadways 

The Waterways Commission discussed prioritization of the elevation of low-lying 

roadways that frequently flood. Discussions were made about preparing a Planning Report 

to identify and prioritize the critical low-lying roadways within the Township. Survey work 

is being performed by RVE review the ability to perform crown and driveway elevations 

under various areas. Low lying areas in Evergreen, Main and Balsam are being investigated 

under various drainage capital funding. Temporary Construction easements are required 

for all improvements that encroach onto private properties. 

  

B. USACE Beach Replenishment Project 

Beach replenishment has been completed in Berkeley Township except for cross over 

locations. Work in Berkeley Township is substantially complete. Cross overs have been 

turned over to the Township; supplemental dune grass planting is planned for fall on 2019.  

  

C. Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant  

RVE prepared FMA applications for the elevation of 13 homes in the Township. Notice of 

decision is anticipated for Fall of 2019. 

  

D. Municipal Public Access Plan 

The Township required correspondence from NJDEP stating that the MPAP is compliant 

with the Coastal Zone Management Rule, however it does not address measure to protect 

access in perpetuity.  RVE received an example of what the NJDEP is looking for, and is 

preparing a document for further review and approval by the Township for submission to 

NJDEP. The item is pending approval by the Township Attorney.  
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E. Grant Awards 

Under the DEP Barnegat Bay Water Quality Restoration Grant Berkeley Township 

Underwater Search and Rescue Unit, received a $300,000 grant for sea nettle outreach and 

assistance. 

F. Butler Avenue 

Rip Rap is being installed at Butler to help stabilize the shoreline. 

 

 

G. South Seaside Park Outfall 

 

Under the DEP Barnegat Bay Water Quality Restoration Grant Berkeley Township 

Underwater Search and Rescue Unit, received a $300,000 grant for sea nettle outreach and 

assistance. 

H. Butler Avenue 

Rip Rap is being installed at Butler to help stabilize the shoreline. 

I. South Seaside Park Outfall 

RVE is preparing plans and permit applications for the installation of a decorative decking 

to help screen the existing outfall at 23rd Avenue. 

-End of Report- 

 

E. NEW BUSINESS 

 

 

1.  Complaint on rusted shut fire hydrant from saltwater spray at the end of Bowsprit Drive 

(Commissioner Bollettieri) 

 

Mr. Bollettieri said that the hydrant was opened, and it is working. It was not rusted shut.  It is 

Aqua’s fire hydrant and Mr. Bollettieri had it taken care of. It is in the process of being repainted. 
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2.  Complaints of Balloons on real estate signs getting into waterways (Commissioner Collis) 

 

Mr. McGrath distributed a copy of Berkeley Township Ordinance 18-21-OAB Entitled “Prohibiting 

the Intentional Release of Balloons.”  

 

There was a discussion on the ordinance, since these balloons are not necessarily 

“intentionally” released. Rather, they often break free of the signs. Ms. Collis said it is a problem 

when people have them outside at parties, as well.  

 

It was decided that educating people on the danger to wildlife in the area would be the best 

course of action. Mr. Nunn will contact the General Manager of the office he works for to see 

what can be done. 

 

 

3.  Berkeley Underwater Search & Rescue mooring berth for their new boat (Chairman McGrath) 

 

Mr. McGrath met with Mayor Amato and the Berkeley Township Underwater Search and Rescue 

at the Commemoration Ceremony. They mentioned needing a berth for the restored boat that 

was dedicated at the ceremony. Mr. McGrath polled the commissioners.  No one could offer any 

positive suggestions in this regard. This matter was tabled. 

 

 

4.   Complaint of swimming pool backwash discharge into waterways (Commissioner Collis) 

 

Mr. McGrath brought up the state requirement of a discharge permit, but this does not include 

single family homes. The “Public Health Nuisance Code of New Jersey,” includes swimming 

pool discharge, but it is only in relation to natural waterways, not man-made waterways such as 

lagoons. There was a discussion that this discharge would eventually make its way to the open 

bay. 

 

Mr. McGrath suggested a resolution could be sent to the Mayor and Council that would include 

made-made waterways and drainage of sewerage systems to be included in the code, as well 

as pools and hot tubs. Mr. Nunn made the motion to send the resolution to the Mayor and 

Council. Mr. Bellinato seconded it. Motion carried. 

 

5. Complaints of Sand Bar Drive waterway silting in again less than a year after dredging 

(Chairman McGrath) 

 

Mr. McGrath will check out the problem. 

 

 

6. Complaint by Berkeley Shores resident of NO WAKE buoy in middle of fairway outside of 

Amherst Inlet (Chairman McGrath) 

 

Mr. McGrath removed the buoy from the fairway. 

 

 

OTHER NEW BUSINESS: 
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1.  There was a discussion on the need for a lifeguard and rope line at Amherst Beach. There is 

an increase in the number of people and children visiting the park. Currently, it is not attended, 

and the children should not be in the water without the appropriate supervision. 

 

 

2.  Mr. Nunn suggested a large white sign be placed on Allen Road to read “Danger Underwater 

Obstruction.” This sign would be a valuable safety measure to boaters. Its placement on land 

would avoid a lengthy permit process, while warning boaters in the area. 

 

 

F.  MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 

With two members of the public present, neither wished to speak. 

 

Motion by Mr. Bollittieri to adjourn meeting, seconded by Mr. Bellinato. Motion carried. Meeting 

adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Gail Hickey 

 

NEXT BTWAC MEETING—AUGUST 6, 2019, 6:30 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


